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contacts are strengthened by political ties, intercourse can
no longer be kept confined to the material plane.

India was just emerging from the stage of rural economy
when expanding trade brought Europe to her shores.
The family was still the centre of her life. Even today
our social reactions operate mainly on the plane of the
individual or the family. Individually Indians are one of j
the cleanest people in the world and yet our ideas of social
cleanliness are lamentable. Scrupulously clean in our
persons, we hardly notice the dirt and filth in our surround-
ings. Into this world of egocentric social feelings, the
West burst in with its growing capitalism and the concomi-
tant development of complex social consciousness.

It was inevitable that there should be profound and
far-reaching changes in Indian modes of life. In fact,
a silent unplanned revolution has been taking place in
Indian society for the last two hundred years. Destruction
of old sanctions has been followed by the repudiation
of old values. The structure of society has itself changed.
Social groups which were dominant in the 18th century
are today found reduced to the ranks of social pariahs.
One significant example will prove the extent of the change.
Before 1774, Muslims were economically, politically and
educationally, the dominating community of Bengal. Sir
William Hunter went so far as to say that it was then
impossible for a Muslim of good family to be poor or un-
employed. All this was changed in the course of barely
seventy years. Warren Hastings' policy of replacing Muslim
revenue officers by Hindus started a process of impoverish-
ment which was accelerated by the Permanent Settlement
and the Resumption Proceedings. The Permanent Settle-
ment deprived most of the existing landowning families
of their land. The few Muslim families that survived the
Settlement were almost wiped out by the Resumption
Proceedings. Macaulay's educational circular recommend-
ing the replacement of Persian by English completed the